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Malalaandthe Politics of Literary Controversy
Kailas B. Giri
Assistant professor, Dept. of English,
ACS College, Gangakhed, Parbhani-431514

Abstract: ;
Literary controversy arises to restrict the intended content ofwork due to various

becomes an urgent need in context ofits relation to individual and society .This article attempts
to reflect upon the mechanisms existing in the society of Pakistan that prevent the expression
of dominant socio-culture reality by female writers along with the bearing of these mechanisms
of female writers freedom of expression.For the purpose,the paperspecificallystudies literary
controversy associated with Malala's autobiography ' I amMalala', The Girl who stood up
foreducation and was shot by the Taliban'.Malala is the education campaigner from Swat
valley,Pakistan.She atage sixteen becomeaglobal symbol of peaceful protest and the youngest
ever nominee for Noble Peace Prize and recipient of many more awards. Malala's publication
takes the country in storms;the system trying to choke the writer's voice by imposing ban on
when it finds she has revealed publically the reality of country in the hands of extremist
ﬁmdamentahst,paxﬁcularly Taliban ideology. This paper foregrounds efficacyand its impact on
society in relation to cultureand gender. It discusses the bearing of literary controversy on
society of Pakistan along with its combination to the female cause.

Keywords: L1terarycontroversy,Censorsh1p,Gender ,Patriarchy, Ideology.

Literary controversy regards as the peaceful literary discourse deserves scholastic
consideration .It becomes a source of knowledge for masses and provides better understanding
of the work and have the potential to people to actand tochange. Literary work of art turns
controversialand generates conflict when hegemonic social group of society feels that the work
does not confirm to their particular ideology and possessthreat to the established canon. It
calls for ban on the work and sometimes for the threat of assassination of the author,as in the
case of controversy behind the text "The Satanic Verses' (195 8)of SalmanRushdie and many
. ore.Literary controversy is not a newphenomenon .Ithasalong historyof banned text and

author on various groundsuch books are The Communist Manifesto (1848)of Karl Marx
And FedricheAngel, The Catcher in the Ray of J.D.Sailinger,and many moreauthors who
belongs to last century like Oscar Wilde. Taslima Nasreen, Arundhati Roy etc.That literature
subjected to ban and other censorship. When it comescensorship of feminist text the reason
\an be an attempt to suppress female voice,so asto let the patriarchy reign continue in an

reasons such as politics, sex,caste and religion. Therefore ,the study ofliterary controversy
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unobstructed way. The one case of gendered based censorship is the suppression of' Taslima
Nasreen who threatened to death.It validates the male attitude towardsfemale text. The reg]
purpose of censoring practices is to conceal the real condition of women's lives and biasneg
of patriarchal gender relations.Malala's memoir opens the door to some of the greatekstchauenge
of modern world .1t is about politics,education, culture, reli gion and violex_lce against Womey
and girls .It shows us a complex vision of Pakistani culture.Malalaisastrong advocate of female
education and shook the foundation ofTaliban .She spreads secular view of education for
either sex. She argues the Taliban view of culturethat education is an un-Islamic and Western,She
said that,

"Today we all knowseducation is our basic right .Not just in the West...Islam toohag

givenus this right .Islam says every girl every boy should go to school .In Quranit s written.God .

wants to us have a knowledge".(263).

She is an active resistatant in her country and community.She assertsthat,"I don't want §

to bea thought of as the girl who was shot by Taliban,but 'the girl who fought foreducation”.(152- | '
53).Malalais the staunch advocate of the female empowerment primarily, education. She }
expresses the bizarre condition of child education particularly,girls education in her country | E
.She is hatred by the Taliban group in October, 2012 and attempted to assassinateto herand |
also become the target for radical extremist and terrorist. country. She specifies that the worst
situation of children almost 5.1 million children do not have primary schooling among them
two-third of them are women . Taliban does not want female education, therefShe miraculously
survived and continues her campaign for education.It expressesand challenges the authorities'

hegemonicstructure. But being awoman's work faces criticism and alleged as controversial. | -

She is charged that her work disrespected Islam and could have negative influence on society.
Sheexposes relegated and suffocatedlives of women of Pakistan under Taliban.She traces that
peaceful and secular history of Pakistan before Taliban. A fter Taliban it becomeslIslamic.She
revealed the gender inequalityin Pakistan where the birth of son is celebrated andgirl is
unwelcomed.Shegives her ownaccountof birth. "I was a girl in a land where rifles are fired in
celebration of son, while girl are hidden away behind the curtain. .. for mostPistonsit's the
gloomy day when daughter is born."(09).Even women don't haveright of franchise.'Womenin
our own area don't vote.'(52).Female are real victims of humiliation inPakistani patriarcha]
society while men are free.The girls misconduct is to be considered as a blot to family and
ultimately to the society .However boys are safe. She points out that," in our society for a girl
to flirt with any man brings shame on family, though it's all right for men".(54):
Thelife of girl is sacrificed to settle the familial dispute inspite her innocence. Malala argued that

Taliban hiding the path of education for women and also forcing them to remain under @
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aned for laughing loudly beats for just wearing nail varnish.Malalaherself wrote blog for
under the pen name as GulMakai underTaliban."'Women in the village hid their faces
‘ enever they left their purdhah'. They are not allowed to speak and meetto alien man instead
g ose relatives.It shows the plight of women in her own country. She exposes the grim
1 al fty girls education in her boook .

| Conclusion:

1 50 s uncovers the structure of Pakistani society which operates the agency of patriarchy,policies
| mnd i females hate in order to restrict the female potential and freedom of expression. But in the
| roer context,book has a positive bearing on society with regard to gender and it also fosters
ate over a free speech and gender treatment.In terms of cross cultural reader the
ficanceand consequences of the literary endeavor of the female writers who are engaged
‘inwomen's struggle for education. ' !
Ferences -

i DELLH, InternationalJournal of English language and literature & Humanities;
ISSN:2321-7065.

Yousafzai Malala. IAM MALALA. Weidenfeld and Nicolson London.2013

3) SinhaM P. Research Methods in English . Atlantic . 2014.

9 M L A Handbook for Writers of Research Papers. 7" ed. 2001

2 44

Literary controversy on banning shows that reality of the patriarchal society. Thebook

S




